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#HEADINGTO100
LOGO CONTEST ANNOUNCEMENT
Contest details to come soon!

>>EVENTS
MEMBER-MEMBER  
TROPHY EVENT 
Tuesday, September 6, 2022 
 Rivercrest Golf Club and Preserve:

PAGCS GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP 
  Monday, October 10, 2022 

Kennett Square Golf &  
Country Club

HAPPY HOUR WITH THE PVCMA 
  Thursday, November 3, 2022 

More info to come!

PAGCS HOSPITALITY EVENT  
IN ORLANDO 
  Wednesday, February 8, 2022

Visit the website events tab for more!

SEASON ’22--WE HIT THE GROUND RUNNING, HAVEN’T LET UP

 PAGCS TOOK BACK THE WAR AT THE  SHORE TROPHY  
AFTER MANY YEARS OF DEFEAT--PAGCS IS ON FIRE

2021 Scholarship Recipient Ryan Foley 
 with Brian Ley

We should have known when the season kicked off at Atlantic City Country Club with a PAGCS victory over GCSANJ at War at the Shore 
that ‘22 would be one for the record books. See page 10 for full coverage of this year’s War At The Shore (WATS). 

Not to be upstaged, the Scholarship Benefit Outing brought in nearly 100 players to celebrate the Scholarship Program. See page 14 for 
full coverage and Turf Student Scholarship Application details—Deadline is 9/1/2022.

Then came the tearjerker: we presented the PAGCS’ top honor, The Eberhard Steiniger Award, at the Member-Guest. See page 12 for 
full coverage.

Think we are done with epic? Guess again. The upcoming Member-Member is the day after Labor Day at Rivercrest Golf Club and 
Preserve. We might have a few fun tricks up our sleeves for this! 

Hives out: October 10 is the Association Golf Championship at the famous home of the KSGCC apiary and honey factory. Also mark 
11/3 on your calendars for a networking and hospitality event with the PVCMA.

Cheers to an exciting 2022! 

https://pagcs.org/event/member-member-tournament-at-rivercrest-golf-club/
https://pagcs.org/event/member-member-tournament-at-rivercrest-golf-club/
https://pagcs.org/event/golf-championship-and-business-meeting-kennett-square-golf-country-club/
https://pagcs.org/events-page/
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Greetings to all as we are in the thick of season 2022. Golf rounds 
seem to be leveling off as people return to a normal life, which 
hopefully will give everyone more time to complete tasks. Inflation 
continues in the world and hopefully our affiliate members are dealing 
with those challenges along with the continued supply chain issues as 
best as can be expected.

Congratulations to all members of the Association on reclaiming 
the War at the Shore trophy in our annual event with the 
GCSANJ. I am appreciative of Darren Farrar leading the 
way as I was not able to attend the event due to greens 
aeration. Atlantic City CC always provides a great test of 
golf with the wind coming off the bay. [see pg. 10 for more details].

As the season picks up, Darren and Jeff Haas have prepared an excellent line up of 
events for the year. With May being a hectic time for all, we scheduled two events in June 
2022. The Scholarship Benefit at Sandy Run and the Member-Guest at Green Valley, 
as course conditions in June are usually impeccable and the weather more cooperative. 
[see pgs. 14]. Thank you to all who attended these events—we had over 90 players at 
each! 

Chris Walton of Coatesville and Alan Fitzgerald of Ledgerock hosted First Green events 
in the spring. Thank you to both members for promoting what we do. As labor and 
Assistant shortages continue, exposing young people to all the great things about this 
industry is important for a successful future for all of us. A special thank you as well to 
Kristen Liebsch for all that she does for us in preparing these events. Please reach out if 
you want to host one of these events.

Darren and I have also discussed with GAP the timing of the spring team matches. A 
group of industry representatives will meet this fall to determine if there is a more suitable 
time than spring. We recognize all of our members’ frustration with the weather and 
spring aeration and will report back after the meeting.

Finally, in July, we returned to the family event at the Phillies. Adding a tailgate to the 
festivities, it was a “Phun” afternoon for everyone to get away from the course or out of 
the truck and enjoy camaraderie. [coverage to come in the next issue of the newsletter]

I look forward to seeing everyone at our Member-Member Trophy Tournament on 9/6 
at Rivercrest. ◆

Respectfully,

>>THE PM>>OFFICERS
PRESIDENT EMERITUS 
 Doug Rae 
 Applecross Country Club 
 doug@applecrosscc.com

PRESIDENT 
 Gregory D’Antonio 
 Concord Country Club 
 gdantonio@concordclub.org

VICE PRESIDENT 
 Darren Farrar 
 Old York Road Country Club 
 dfarrar@oyrcc.com

TREASURER 
 Patrick Michener 
 Bidermann Golf Club 
 pmichener@vicmead.com

SECRETARY 
 Mark Rubbo 
 Spring Ford Country Club 
 markrubbo@comcast.net

>>BOARD MEMBERS
Tim Edwards, Director 
Rivercrest Golf Club 
tge@rivercrestgolfclub.com

Greg Eisner, Director 
Fieldstone Golf Club 
eisner128@gmail.com

Chris Toporski, Director 
LuLu Country Club 
christoporski@gmail.com

Bill Corcoran, Industry Representative 
VENTRAC 
BCorcoran@VENTRAC.com

Michael Kachurak, Industry Representative 
Shreiner Tree Care 
mikek@shreinertreecare.com

Nick Sujkowski, Assistant Outreach 
Concord Country Club 
nicksuj@gmail.com

Jeff Haas, Golf Chairman 
Golf Cart Services 
jhaas@golfcartservices.com

>>PAGCS OFFICE
Kristen Liebsch 

Executive Director 
Newsletter Editor 
484-467-5298 

kliebsch@pagcs.org 
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May 25, 2022

It is with a heavy heart that I send this letter today. There are no words to say 
during this difficult time.  Tragically, the Philadelphia golf area lost a great 
man on Monday afternoon.  Chris Chizauskie was a Project Manager with 
Mottin Golf Course Renovations and a friend to many in the area.  Chris 
aspired to one day become a golf course architect and anyone who had met 
Chris knew he was on his way to achieving amazing success.  Anyone who 
met him during his work at various projects in the Philadelphia area were 
immediately impressed with his character, work ethic, attention to detail, 
and creativity. Personally, I had the pleasure of getting to know Chris as he 
oversaw renovation work at Concord in 2019 and 2020, he was integral to 
the success of those projects.  Chris left us way to soon, but he did so doing 
what he loved.

To quote Architect Jim Nagle who had the privilege of working closely with 
Chris, “There is a certain beauty to this industry and that is the people.  A 
tragedy like this is when the golf industry puts the work aside and recognizes 
the importance of the relationships and friendships built over the years.”  As 
an association I ask all of you reading this to do just that and keep Chris’ 
family in your thoughts and prayers.  I also ask that you keep Doug Mottin, 
Brett Nagy and their entire team in your thoughts and lend support to Josh 
Saunders and his team at Lancaster. Chris sadly cannot be replaced but the 
healing of those who loved him and knew him will be a long process. With 
the support of all of you in our association, we can comfort those who were 
close to him and affected by this tragedy in their healing process.

Memorial Services have not yet been announced but we will communicate 
them at the appropriate time.

Greg D’Antonio

President 
PAGCS

 
>>2022 SPONSORS

PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE

Noble Turf
AER-CORE

BASF
Bayer

Coombs Sod
Ewing Irrigation

JB Ward Tree Service
Mitchell Products

NuFarm
Total Turf Golf Services

Aquatrols
SiteOne Landscape

Target Specialty Products
Helena

Grass Roots

Pocono Turf Turf Equipment Fisher & Son Plant Food  Shreiner Tree Care

Arader
Lawn and Golf

Genesis
Lebanon Turf

Harrell’s
Syngenta

Synatek

Windview Athletic Fields
Double “D” Turf

Dryject
East Coast Sod & Seed

Finch Services
KM Golf Sales
Linne Industries

PBI Gordon

FMC
Corteva Agri Science

Turf Trade

https://nobleturf.com/
https://www.aer-core.com/
https://www.basf.com/us/en.html
https://www.bayer.com/
https://www.coombsfarms.com
https://www.ewingirrigation.com/
http://johnbward.com/
http://www.tricure.com/
https://nufarm.com/us/
https://www.totalturfgolfservices.com/
https://aquatrols.com/
https://www.siteone.com/
https://www.target-specialty.com/
https://www.helenaagri.com/
http://www.griturf.com/
http://www.poconoturf.com/
https://www.turf-equipment.com/
https://fisherandson.com/
https://www.plantfoodco.com/
http://shreinertreecare.com/
https://aradertree.com/
https://www.lawn-golf.com/
https://www.genesisturfgrass.com/
https://www.lebanonturf.com/
https://www.harrells.com/
https://www.syngenta.com/
https://synateksolutions.com/
http://windviewathleticfields.com/
http://www.doubledturf.com/contact/
https://www.dryject.com/
http://www.eastcoastsod.com/
https://www.finchinc.com/default.aspx
http://www.kmgolfsales.com
http://linneindustries.com/
http://www.pbigordon.com/home.php
http://www.fmc.com/
https://www.corteva.com/
https://www.theturftrade.com
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One Team, 
Many Solutions

Your full line vendor 
for Golf Commercial 
Equipment and Golf 

Irrigation.

www.turf-equipment.com
800.827.3711

https://www.turf-equipment.com/
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WHO: 
Chris Toporski, director

CAREER: 
Chris is currently the golf course superintendent at Lulu Country 
Club and working on renovating the bunkers and building a long-
term plan to improve the historic Lulu Country Club. 

Chris started off as a general laborer at Saucon Valley. He then 
enrolled in the Rutgers two-year Golf Turf Management Program 
after being part of the 2009 U.S. Women’s Open grounds crew 
team. 

After his time at Saucon, Chris worked at some notable clubs 
in the Philadelphia region, including Huntingdon Valley and 
Sunnybrook. He also made a year trip to Hilton Head to gain 
experience at May River Golf Club.

PERSONAL:
Chris grew up outside of Reading, PA, learning to golf from his 
grandfather. He did so on the golf courses managed by his uncles 
in northwestern Pennsylvania. Chris is married to Sarah Toporski, 
his wife of nine years and has two little boys: Eric (6) and newest 
addition, Ryan. Outside of work, Chris enjoys time running, 
playing baseball with Eric, cooking and spending as much time 
with his wonderful wife.

>>BOARD MEMBER PROFILE
#MEETYOURBOARD

EwingIrrigation.com  |  800.343.9464

Your Exclusive
Rain Bird® Golf Supplier!

Brad Helcoski  Senior Regional Golf Sales Account Manager 
484.901.9711, bhelcoski@ewingirrigation.com

Brian Kealy  Northeast Golf Service
856.410.7840, bkealy@ewingirrigation.com

Fred Rapp  Northeast  Regional Golf Sales Manager 
848.225.4618, frapp@ewingirrigation.com

We look forward to 
helping you meet 
your golf course 
needs. 
Ewing Irrigation &  
Landscape Supply is proud 
to serve as your exclusive 
distributor of all Rain Bird®  
Golf materials. 

http://EwingIrrigation.com
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Returning to Flynn’s Roots: the long 
awaited Concord restoration

Many of you have asked me to do a 
piece about the work we have done at 
Concord, and I have always responded 
“maybe when we are finished.” While the 
improvement projects on the golf course 
are never finished, the master plan started 
in 2011 by Superintendent Greg D’antonio 
is now completed. 

This plan has ranged from minor 
adjustments to mowing lines on fairways 
and greens to full-scale overhauls of entire 
holes. The portion of the plan that included 
major changes to holes 14 through 18 
began in the spring of 2019. The impetus 
for this project was to bring the course 
back to a more “William Flynn-esque” 
design and eliminate some of the changes 
made in the 1970s. While Concord will 
never get back to its original design due 
to land restrictions, Jim Nagle of Forse 
Design Inc. has made sure to do his very 
best to emulate Flynn’s style with the land 
provided. 

This plan was accepted by the membership 
with the stipulation that all work would be 
done in the offseason and there would 
be no assessment to them. Doing projects 
of this scale with no assessment to the 
membership called for doing the bulk 
of the work in-house. The experience of 
doing this magnitude of work in-house has 
been invaluable to me and to our staff, 
who are now very experienced in sodding, 
irrigation construction, drainage, bunker 
liner installation as well as tree and cart 
path removal.  

The first leg of the plan that was started in 
2019 began with the total reconstruction of 
hole 14. Previously, hole 14 was a blemish 
on Concord’s reputation: it was a 570 yard 
par 5 that consisted of a blind second shot 

and a 90 degree dogleg right that resulted 
in many lost balls. In order to rectify this, 
Nagle designed a more softened dogleg 
right par 4 that went slightly uphill into 
an area that was previously wooded to 
the right of the old fairway. The layout 
of the new 14th hole has been a great 
improvement to the course and the stellar 
green complex is one of my favorites on 
property. 

The second portion of this project was to 
create a new short par 3 which would help 
vary our par 3 distances. The new 15th 
hole takes its inspiration from the famed 
11th at Shinnecock Hills, which is aptly 
named “the shortest par 5 in golf.” 

In Spring of 2021, we embarked on 
making improvements to the 17th and 18th 
holes. This project consisted of removing 
declining Ash trees that were previously 
guarding the edge of the fairway and 
would reject shots that were only slightly 
off target. These trees were then replaced 
with new strategically placed bunkers built 
with Flynn’s style in mind. 

The final portion of this project, which was 
just completed last month, consisted of 
reinstating a “Hell’s Half Acre” of bunkers 
which was integral in the original Flynn 
design. A series of aerial photos shows 
that the bunkers were removed during 

>>ASSISTANT’S CORNER
ASSISTANT EDUCATION SERIES CONTINUES 

by Nick Sujkowski, PAGCS Assistant Representative to the Board

ASSISTANT’S CORNER
Got any cool projects or stories to share in 2022? We want to hear from you! 
Contact Nick: nicksuj@gmail.com

14 and 15 before CCC

14 and 15 after CCC

mailto:nicksuj@gmail.com
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Since 1986 providing data driven solutions for Superintendents!

Progressive Golf Course Services:

Experience the Difference!

Call or Text
O: 610-265-6004
C: 570-262-3612

Sunlight / Shade study
Tree Inventory and Risk Assessment

Maximizing budgets to acheive your goals

Mike Kachurak
Accredited Agronomist

ISA Certified Arborist PD#2739A

16before CCC

the Great Depression in order to make 
the course more affordable to maintain. 
Number 16 came with its challenges as 
this past winter’s weather gave us difficult 
conditions to work in. We are very proud of 
the effort put forth by our team to complete 
this project and turn the course back to the 
members in time for opening day. 

I would be remiss if I did not mention 
all the fantastic work done by Mottin 
Golf Course Renovations. Mottin was 

integral in shaping of bunkers, greens, 
earthmoving, etc., and we could not have 
done this work without their help. We 
owe a great deal of gratitude to our staff, 
Green Committee, and membership for 
getting this work completed, as well as the 
tireless work done by Superintendent Greg 
D’Antonio and former and current assistant 
superintendents - Jake Lasco, Matt Mount 
and John McCauley to accomplish this 
overwhelming task. 

After writing this article, I learned of the 
tragic passing of Chris Chizauskie of Mottin 
Golf Renovations. Chris was the project 
manager for the rebuild of number 15 and 
we worked very closely with him for over a 
month. He was a joy to work with each day 
and he had a bright future coming his way 
in this industry. Not only was he great at 
what he did but he was also a great person 
to spend time with and made those long 
days in the trenches much more enjoyable. 
My thoughts and prayers are with all of 
those affected by his passing. ◆

16after CCC

http://ShreinerTreeCare.com
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Learn more at GreenCastOnline.com/TurfMultipaks

©2021 Syngenta. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. Some products may not be registered for sale or 
use in all states or counties and/or may have state-specific use requirements. Please check with your local extension 
service to ensure registration and proper use. Divanem is a Restricted Use Pesticide. Action™, Appear®, Banner Maxx®, 
Daconil®, Divanem®, GreenCast®, Heritage®, Primo Maxx®, Trimmit®, Velista®, the Alliance Frame, the Purpose Icon and the 
Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

UP
STACK
SAVINGS THAT Multipaks offer complementary  

products in one convenient package.

Save up to 15%Save up to 15% by purchasing select  by purchasing select 
Syngenta products in a Multipak. These Syngenta products in a Multipak. These 
Multipaks provide leading solutions for  Multipaks provide leading solutions for  
optimal turf quality. optimal turf quality. 

50
Supported by

agronomic 
programs

Select from 

solutions

6
Available

days a year

365

#Time4Multipaks

http://greencastonline.com/turfmultipaks
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A broad spectrum, non-restricted use
solution for hard-to-control surface feeders
from chinch bugs and cutworms to annual
bluegrass weevils and nuisance ants.

For more information, visit
betterturf.basf.us/products/alucion.html

Always read and follow label directions.
Alucion is a trademark of BASF.

One Team, 
Many Solutions

Your full line 
vendor for Golf 

Commercial 
Equipment and 
Golf Irrigation.

www.turf-equipment.com
800.827.3711

http://betterturf.basf.com
https://www.turf-equipment.com/
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The PAGCS scored a solid victory with 244 points over GCSANJ’s 
212 to bring the WATS trophy back to PA for the first time since 
2009. In the past year, the PAGCS has captured the MET 
Championship as well as GCSAA’s Net Championship*.

*WATS was not held from 2017-2020, resuming in 2021. 

TEAM PAGCS WITH THE HAT TRICK
--ANOTHER VICTORY AS WE RETAKE THE WAR AT THE SHORE TROPHY

War at the Shore 2022: 4/20/2022, Atlantic City Country Club

>> MEETINGS AND EVENTS

Aerate and Amend Without Cores
18 Greens per Day, Ready for Quality Rounds the Next Day
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http://dryject.com
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TURF STUDENT  
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

2022 APPLICATION DEADLINE IS 
9/1/2022

Requirements: 

•  Current Turf student of an accredited turf/agronomy program not 
graduating before 8/30/21 

•  Have been or are employed by a PAGCS member

•  Letters of recommendation from both an academic advisor or professor 
and PAGCS member employer

•  Letter of intent, resume, and academic transcript

CLICK HERE for full information and application forms  
[https://pagcs.org/turf-scholarship/]

>> COLLEGE CORNER 

https://pagcs.org/turf-scholarship/
https://pagcs.org/turf-scholarship/
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>>MEMBER & INDUSTRY NEWS

                                                                                                                           March 8, 2022

I would like to nominate Jim Stauring, longtime PAGCS member for the 2022 Eb Steineger award.  During his years as a PAGCS 
member Jim served as a course superintendent under Joe Owsik at Philmont CC and was the longtime superintendent at Bensalem 
Township Country Club. 

Jim was actively involved with the PAGCS, serving on the BOD for several terms.  For many of Jim’s years on the board Jim was 
responsible for rememberences.  I believe that this is a position that is no longer active but was very important in the pre-social media 
days.  Jim was responsible for things such as: sending condolences to members that lost a family member, sending congratulations (that 
sometimes included a savings bond) to members celebrating family milestones (birth of a child/wedding or special anniversaries) and 
welcoming new members into the association.

Jim’s role as rememberences coordinator has carried over into his everyday life.  While at Bensalem, Jim created a parking space 
reserved for former military members.  He has remained in touch with retired, former board members to let them know that the 
friendships made while in the association also extend into the future after life as a superintendent.  

Jim was never in the limelight but was always available to serve or help a new superintendent with some of the everyday situations 
they may not have been prepared for.  

Because of his humility and willingness to serve others, I would like to nominate Jim Stauring for the 2022 Eb Steineger award.  Thank 
you.

Sumner Cross

Good Afternoon Kristen; 

I just wanted to take a minute and say 
Thank You to you, Sumner and the 
PAGCS Board for honoring me with the 
Eb Steiniger award. As I mentioned  in 
my speech I am VERY honored to  have 
been considered. Also I had a GREAT 
experience serving on the board all 
those years. Met some good people 
and made some lifelong Friends. And a 
Special thanks to Green Valley CC for a 
Great day.
 
  Thanks Again to everyone Jim Stauring

PAGCS Office:  

Kristen Liebsch, 

executive director, 

156 Roslyn Avenue 

Glenside, PA 19038 

484-467-5298 

kliebsch@pagcs.org 

www.pagcs.org 
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Dear Jim, 

The Board of Directors of the PAGCS is proud to honor you as the 2022 
Eb Steiniger Award Recipient, the Association’s highest honor. 

Your tenures as a leading Golf Course Superintendent, PAGCS Board 
Member and PAGCS Officer exemplify the spirit of the Eb Steiniger 
award. As you know, this award is presented to an individual in the 
turfgrass profession who models the spirit of Eberhard Steiniger, CGCS, 
who dedicated his life to the game of golf by advancing the profession of 
golf course superintendent.  

From your start on the Board in 1992 through your tenure as  
Sergeant-at-Arms, you led the way in showing the membership compas-
sion and care, particularly as the remembrances chairman. 

In his nomination letter, Sumner Cross attested to this legacy: “Jim’s role 
…  has carried over into his everyday life. While at Bensalem Country Club, Jim 
created a parking space reserved for former military members. He has re-
mained in touch with retired, former board members to let them know that the 
friendships made while in the Association also extend into the future after life as 
a superintendent.” 

It is with great excitement that the Association prepares to honor you 
and your legacy on June 27th, during our Member-Guest event at  
Green Valley Country Club. We encourage you to invite your family and 
friends to the event as well. 

 

Sincerely, 

The PAGCS Board of Directors 

ASSOCIATION AWARDS HIGHEST HONOR
NOMINATED BY SUMNER CROSS, JIM STAURING RECEIVED THE 2022 EB STEINIGER AWARD
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YOU MAKE THE LIST, 
WE’LL CHECK THE BOXES.

divot mixdivot mix

disease controldisease control

fertilizerfertilizer

bunker sandbunker sand

seedseed

erosion controlerosion control

tools + accessoriestools + accessories

aquatic solutionsaquatic solutions

soil testingsoil testing

topdressingtopdressing

arbor solutionsarbor solutions

mulch + compostmulch + compost

JUST ASK A GENESIS TEAM MEMBER

Ben Brace

Tom Currie

Tom Defino

570.472.1248 \ bbrace@genesisgreensupply.com
484.844.5214 \ tc@genesisgreensupply.com
302.354.2840 \ tomd@genesisgreensupply.com

WWW.GENESISGREENSUPPLY.COM  |  717-759-8151
Follow Us:  tweet/@genesisturf    fb/genesisgreensupply    insta/@genesisturfrgrass

1325 Goshen Parkway | West Chester, Pa 19380

SERVICES
Fraze Mowing
Sandmaster Drainage
Field Renovation
Fertilizing
Solid Tine & Core Aeration
Verticutting

Deep Tine Aeration
Debris Management
Slit Seeding
Spraying
Topdressing
Infield Preparation

Windview Athletic Fields

@Windviewinc

CONNECT WITH US:

Conquer Heat with INFINITE 
Fortified with Diuturon and Protected with Templar

Infinite™ is the first soil surfactant that includes 
multiple ingredients, designed to manage both 
soil moisture, plant stress and recovery. A mu-
litple polymer product, fortified with two nov-
el technologies; DiuTuron and Templar. Patent 
pending DiuTuron polymer technology, improves 
the longevity and residual of the product in the 
soil. DiuTuron allows lower use rates. Infinite 

also includes Templar, 
which reduces stress as-
sociated from heat and 
drought through enhanc-
ing the plants’ natural de-
fense mechanisms. The 
combination of reduced 
hydration stress and 
improved turf defense 
makes Infinite’s perfor-
mance endless.

Contact us to learn more  |  info@target-specialty.com

target-specialty.com/gjb  |
TSP GCM AUG21 R1_07-07-21

Makita’s purpose-built motors, battery technology, and 
enhanced communications work together to deliver 

unmatched power, speed, and run time. Get maximum 
performance and efficiency with LXT Products.

ONE SYSTEM.  
ENDLESS  
POSSIBILITIES

http://genesisgreensupply.com
http://www.windviewathleticfields.com
http://LebanonTurf.com
http://www.mitchellsand.com
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>>SCHOLARSHIP AND M&E

The PAGCS held another successful Scholarship Benefit outing at 
Sandy Run Country Club on Monday, June 6. Started in the ‘90s, 
the Association’s Turf Student Scholarship Program was made 
possible by the leadership of George E. Ley. Building on that, 
Frank T. Shuman added to the momentum in the 2000s with a 
scholarship in his father’s name, Frank I. Shuman. Since then, the 
program as expanded to include a third scholarship in the name 
of the PAGCS. 

2022 application deadline is 9/1/2022

Requirements: 

•  Current Turf student of an accredited turf/agronomy program 
not graduating before 8/30/21 

•  Have been or are employed by a PAGCS member

•  Letters of recommendation from both an academic advisor or 
professor and PAGCS member employer

•  Letter of intent, resume, and academic transcript

CLICK HERE for full information and application forms  
[https://pagcs.org/turf-scholarship/]

2022 Outing Golf Results [Four-person Scramble]

Top three:

A. Wager, L. Hess, C. Martin, J. Przystup

B. Helcoski, D. Farrar, M. Barlow, D. Goehler

M. Molchan, N. Tristani, B. Hager, P. Donato

THREE DECADES STRONG AND COUNTING— 
ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM CELEBRATES  

THE FUTURE OF THE INDUSTRY

2021 Scholarship Recipient Ryan Foley with Brian Ley

https://pagcs.org/turf-scholarship/
https://pagcs.org/turf-scholarship/
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Mike Janzer
Rich Sweeney, CGCS

|   (215) 280-6252
|   (609) 580-0402 

Let’s Grow Together! 

American Manufacturer of Liquid Fer�lizers and 
Plant Health Solu�ons for the Green Industry.  
Established in 1946 | Cranbury, New Jersey 

www.plan�oodco.com
@PlantFoodCo
800-562-1291

Liquid Fer�lizers | Micronutrients | Bios�mulants | We�ng Agents | Soil Amendments | Pigments
Applica�on Service | Bulk Delivery | Soil Analysis | Research & Consul�ng

PLATINUM PARTNER

Let’s Grow PAGCS! 

http://www.plantfoodco.com
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OUR RESEARCH  
GUARANTEES YOUR CONTROL

@SyngentaTurf  #WeevilTrak

Supported by leading products and 10+ years of research, WeevilTrakSM now guarantees 
control of annual bluegrass weevils, white grubs and turf caterpillars.

*Survey of 255 golf course superintendents conducted via TechValidate in Sept. 2021. 

© 2022 Syngenta. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. Some products may not be registered for sale or use in all states or counties. Please 
check with your state or local Extension Service to ensure registration status. Scimitar® GC is a Restricted Use Pesticide. Acelepryn®, Ference®, Provaunt®, 
Scimitar®, WeevilTrakSM, the Alliance frame, the Purpose Icon and the Syngenta logo are trademarks or service marks of a Syngenta Group Company. All other 
trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 

ABW ASSURANCE IN 3 STEPS
Register at WeevilTrak.com1

2 Follow course(s) near you

3 Download and follow the ABW  
assurance program sheet

of WeevilTrak subscribers said  
they time their applications closely  
to WeevilTrak recommendations.

were satisfied with their level  
of control in 2021.*

92%

88%

http://greencastonline.com
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In 2022, LESCO® is celebrating its 60th year of 
bringing innovative solutions to the green industry. 
LESCO – helping pros Do MORE since 1962. 

Explore our solutions for professionals  
at SiteOne.com/Lesco

DO MORE
WITH

LESCO®

EXCLUSIVELY AT

With limited resources, you want to allocate manpower wisely. Thankfully, you don’t need manpower to keep your 
ponds clean—just solar power! PondHawk®, our highly effective subsurface aeration system, uses the power of 
the sun to keep water healthy and odor-free. Install a unit, and let it do its thing. PondHawk® works quietly to keep 
ponds clean, no electricity—or crew—required.

Learn more at PondHawk.com or call 
888-755-1950 for a customized quote.  

Prepping your ponds for 
the season: mandatory.
Pond maintenance crew: optional.

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED

Farhenheit: 9.68 Lbs.

For chemical emergency spill, leak, fire, exposure or accident, call CHEMTREC 
day or night.  Domestic North America 800-255-3924. International call 

SHAKE OR AGITATE WELL BEFORE USE

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN

Weight per liters at 20°
Celcius: 1.16 Kgs.

2-15-2

GUARANTEED ANALYSIS:
Total Nitrogen (N)............................................... 2%

2%..........Ammoniacal Nitrogen

Available Phosphate (PAvailable Phosphate (P

Soluble Potash(K

DERIVED FROM ANHYDROUS AMMONIA, PHOSPHORIC ACID, 
AND POTASSIUM HYDROXIDE

F001388

IN MISSISSIPPI THIS PRODUCT IS A 

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED

IMPROVES INFILTRATION & PENETRATION OF 
IRRIGATION WATER & RAINFALL

PATENTED WATER SAVING SOIL SURFACTANT

CO N T RO L YO U R WAT E R,  CO N T RO L YO U R  R E S U LT S

CONTAINS NON-PLANT FOOD INGREDIENTS:

Guaranteed Analysis:
Active Ingredient              30.0% .................  Alkoxylated polyols
                                                21.0% ................................  Glucoethers
Inert Ingredient                 49.0% .............................................  Water

NOT RECOMMENDED FOR USE AS A FERTILIZER SUBSTITUTE
All ingredients are exempt from the requirements of a tolerance as speci� ed 
in 40 CFR 180.1001(c)

NOT A PLANT FOOD INGREDIENT.

For chemical emergency spill, leak, � re, exposure 
or accident, call CHEMTEL day or night.  Domestic 
North America 800-255-3924. International call 
813-248-0585 (collect calls accepted).

US Patent No. 6,460,290; 6,851,219
European Patent No. 0968155; 1442097  
Canadian Patent No. 2,463,525
Patents pending worldwide

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN
Read entire label for additional precautionary state-

ments. FOR PROFESSIONAL OR INDUSTRIAL USE ONLY.

08/11/2020

DANGER
Causes serious 
eye damage.

2-15-22-15-2

GUARANTEED ANALYSIS:
Total Nitrogen (N)............................................... 2%

2%..........Ammoniacal Nitrogen

Available Phosphate (PAvailable Phosphate (P22OO5).................................15%).................................15%

Soluble Potash(K2O)............................................ 2%

DERIVED FROM ANHYDROUS AMMONIA, PHOSPHORIC ACID, 
AND POTASSIUM HYDROXIDE

F001388 10/08/2020

IMPROVES INFILTRATION & PENETRATION OF 
IRRIGATION WATER & RAINFALL

PATENTED WATER SAVING SOIL SURFACTANT

CO N T RO L YO U R WAT E R,  CO N T RO L YO U R  R E S U LT S

CONTAINS NON-PLANT FOOD INGREDIENTS:

Guaranteed Analysis:
Active Ingredient              30.0% .................  Alkoxylated polyols
                                                21.0% ................................  Glucoethers                                                21.0% ................................  Glucoethers
Inert Ingredient                 49.0% .............................................  Water

NOT RECOMMENDED FOR USE AS A FERTILIZER SUBSTITUTE
All ingredients are exempt from the requirements of a tolerance as speci� ed 
in 40 CFR 180.1001(c)

For chemical emergency spill, leak, � re, exposure 
or accident, call CHEMTEL day or night.  Domestic 
North America 800-255-3924. International call 
813-248-0585 (collect calls accepted).

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN
Read entire label for additional precautionary state-

ments. FOR PROFESSIONAL OR INDUSTRIAL USE ONLY.

DANGER
Causes serious 
eye damage.

UNLOCKS EXISTING BOUND NUTRITIONAL ELEMENTS

DELIVERS CONSISTENT RESULTS

PROMOTES BALANCED HYDRATION

CONTAINS NON-PLANT FOOD INGREDIENTS:

Guaranteed Analysis:
Active Ingredient      50% ........... Etherified Polyoxyethylene-Polyoxypropylene 
                                                                                                                      Block Copolymer
                                        25% ....................................................................... Nonionic Polyol                                        25% ....................................................................... Nonionic Polyol
                                        25% ................................................ Mineral Solution Bioextract

NOT RECOMMENDED FOR USE AS A FERTILIZER SUBSTITUTE

All ingredients are exempt from the requirements of a 
tolerance as specified in 40 CFR 180.1001(c)

NOT A PLANT FOOD INGREDIENT.

For chemical emergency spill, leak, fire, For chemical emergency spill, leak, fire, 
exposure or accident, call CHEMTEL day or 
night.  Domestic North America 800-255-3924. 
International call 813-248-0585 
(collect calls accepted).

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN
Read entire label for additional precautionary 

statements. FOR PROFESSIONAL OR 
INDUSTRIAL USE ONLY.

07/21/20

Weight per gallon at 68°
Farhenheit: 9.68 Lbs.

For chemical emergency spill, leak, fire, exposure or accident, call CHEMTREC 
day or night.  Domestic North America 800-255-3924. International call 
813-248-0585 (collect calls accepted).

SHAKE OR AGITATE WELL BEFORE USE

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN

Weight per liters at 20°
Celcius: 1.16 Kgs.

IN MISSISSIPPI THIS PRODUCT IS A 
LOW ANALYSIS FERTILIZER

For chemical emergency spill, leak, fire, exposure or accident, call CHEMTREC day or night.  
Domestic North America 800-255-3924. International call 813-248-0585 (collect calls accepted).

SHAKE OR AGITATE WELL BEFORE USE

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN

Weight per gallon at 68°
Farhenheit: 12.68 Lbs.

GUARANTEED ANALYSIS:
Calcium (Ca)................................................................... 20%Calcium (Ca)................................................................... 20%

DERIVED FROM CALCIUM CARBONATE

F001388

01/17/2020

Weight per liter at 20°
Celcius: 1.52 Kgs.

Only Aquatrols o� ers users Industry Leading 
Soil Surfactants in combination with nutritionals 

powered by RedoxTurf. See the di� erence in overall 
turf quality when you implement our products on your 

greens or fairways this season. 

Tom Valentine
Northeast Territory Manager

tvalentine@aquatrols.com
(610) 299-4470

www.aquatrols.com

     “SERVING THE TURFGRASS PROFESSIONAL SINCE 1978” 

WE PRIDE OURSELVES IN
- CUSTOMER SERVICE
- TECHNICAL SUPPORT
- QUALITY PRODUCTS

GRASS ROOTS TURF PRODUCTS
4 Middlebury Boulevard, Suite 7
Randolph, NJ, 07869

973-252-6634 www.griturf.com sales@griturf.com

http://greencastonline.com
http://www.mitchellsand.com
http://fmc.com
http://www.LINNEindustries.com
http://www.aquatrols.com
http://www.griturf.com
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>>BELTS, BEDKNIVES AND BOLTS

In  Belts, Bedknives, Bolts we feature the backbone of golf course 
maintenance operations—the Equipment Managers and relevant 
content. This category of Association membership is growing 
rapidly and includes some of the most dynamic individuals in the 
PAGCS. 

Recent and ongoing tournaments in our region have further 
highlighted the critical role these professionals play in the success 
of every golf course operations team. 

2700/2750PrecisionCut™/E-Cut™ Triplex Mowers

Don’t just follow contours. Own them.

TEAM SLICK AND A TRICK

http://www.finchinc.com
http://www.finchinc.com
https://www.environmentalscience.bayer.us/
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Once again, Coatesville Country Club hosted another First Green event for a large 
group of 4th graders on Monday, May 9. Coming together as a team, PAGCS members 
along with the alliance [GAP, PGA Section, etc.] helped Superintendent Chris Walton 
pull off a field trip for over 130 students plus their teachers and chaperones. 

Thank you, everyone! 

Click here to view more photos.

“I can’t say enough about you, Michelle, your staff and LedgeRock 
Golf Club for allowing us to use your course for education. Our 
students LOVED every moment birding and learning at LedgeRock 
Golf Club.” –Governor Mifflin School District

THE CUMRU ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
BIRD TEAM

The Bird Team was made up of eight 3rd grade students selected by 
their teachers. Our group met twice a six-day cycle for 30 minutes. 
Click HERE to enjoy a more about the program and the efforts by 

WE HAVE A VILLAGE!

LEDGEROCK LEADS THE MANY WAYS TO INCORPORATE  
STEM EDUCATION ON THE GOLF COURSE

Connect With Us!
Brian Gjelsvik

(973) 670-7139
briang@nobleturf.com

Michael Linkewich
(267) 688-8900

link@nobleturf.com

Bill Cimochowski
(609) 923-4045

billc@nobleturf.com

Stephen J. Rudich
(610) 349-9519

stever@nobleturf.com

https://pagcs.org/first-green-2022/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__docs.google.com_presentation_d_1fnQ2-5FRy091a-5FTw3zPt0KrMmVl9wDz9TFL2jZpwsX-2D2s_edit-3Fusp-3Dsharing&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=v1hDFl86T0HZSSEW2P2Y6cBis-klXmPjX0rV5s7RXpc&m=wPpOYr9NqsNUmBRx7BxF9Od3QVo3SmEkkuek4wTBjc0&s=jL8Mi-grVHEE5ttvBoUUfwZT3dcwyBO7gKWwisU8xX4&e=
https://nobleturf.com/
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First Tee — Greater Philadelphia’s two favorite Joe’s volunteered during the PGA Works Collegiate Championship at both Union 
League Liberty Hill and The Union League Golf Club at Torresdale. 

Joe Alvare from Walnut Lane Golf Club traveled down Henry Ave to Union League Liberty Hill and said the following: “It was a 
great experience for me to volunteer for the PGA Works Collegiate Championship. Not only did I have the privilege of maintaining 
a spectacular golf course designed by Gary Player, but I also had the honor of working with leading industry professionals such 
as representatives, golf course superintendents, assistant superintendents, and a tremendous staff. Being a part of the tournament 
preparations and working with knowledgeable people, some I knew and some I did not, was both a learning experience and inspiring 
at the same time.” 

Joe Diacovo hopped just across the street from John F. Byrne Golf Club to The Union League Golf Club at Torresdale and said, “I had 
a great experience volunteering for the PGA Works Collegiate Championship. It was my first time working in that kind of environment 
for a tournament and I was very impressed with the professionalism of the home course staff. I would highly recommend anyone in 
a golf maintenance department volunteer for tournament preparations. It was fun, interesting, and an all around great experience.”
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PETS OF THE PAGCS

SHOW US YOUR PETS
The Pets of the PAGCS features needs your pups! 
Email Kliebsch@pagcs.org

Specializing in Aggregates for the Sports Turf Industry

Bunker Sands | Topdress Sands | Divot Mixes 
Rootzone Mixes | Stone Products

MitchellSand.com | 856-327-2005

mailto:Kliebsch@pagcs.org
http://www.mitchellsand.com
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A VETERANS VOICE: JULY 20, 1970
This is the day our plane landed at McGuire 
Air Force Base in New Jersey with a load 
of happy Army Vietnam Veterans returning 
home. When I hear the saying, “There is 
no place like home,” I think of all those 
happy vets.

Mom and Dad Repsher, wife Linda and 
then six-day-old young Henry drove 
right out onto the tarmac to the plane to 
pick me up. If not for the draft, I would 
not have spent my three years after high 
school graduation in the Army. However, 
I learned discipline and respect for our 
country. We sure could use that today.

–Henry Wetzel

[Henry is a former PAGCS Board Member, 
serving a total of 30 consecutive years, 27 
of them as Secretary. He was awarded the 
2012 Eb Steiniger Award.]

https://pagcs.org/2022/07/21/a-
veterans-voice-july-201970/

Henry Wetzel, with beloved dog, Bill, in June of 2000 on the course at St. Davids 
July 20, 1970

Caption

>>#HEADINGTO100

#HEADINGTO100
LOGO CONTEST ANNOUNCEMENT Contest details to come soon!

https://pagcs.org/2022/07/21/a-veterans-voice-july-201970/
https://pagcs.org/2022/07/21/a-veterans-voice-july-201970/


PAGCS.org  23

>>FEATURE/GENERAL INDUSTRY

After years of zero to negative growth, the golf industry appears 
to be legitimately re-energized. New players are taking up the 
game, and existing players have returned to the sport in near-
record numbers for the third consecutive year. But in today’s 
unpredictable economy, golf superintendents understandably are 
torn between celebrating the resurgence and holding their breath 
to see what will happen next.

In our 2021 article “What Will the Golf Course Industry Look Like 
in 2022?” we sought to forecast golf’s future. One reality became 
immediately clear: from club memberships to green fees, the 
rates need to go up at many facilities. Much of the golf industry 
has dragged its feet, resistant to raising rates in previous years 
when rounds of golf were declining. In attempting to avoid giving 
golfers one more reason to play less, course managers failed to 
make justified incremental price hikes.

However, revenue deficits created by chronically underpriced 
services are only one twist in the Rubik’s Cube conundrum that 
superintendents must resolve. The hard-to-tap labor force, the 
direction of environmental regulations, and the pros and cons of 
automation are only a few of the many complexities of the puzzle.

Fortunately, the randomness of a Rubik’s Cube can be brought 
into complete alignment as long as the person solving it remains 
flexible to handle the twists and turns that a solution requires.

GREEN FEE DEFICITS IN THE FACE OF INFLATION
With more golfers on the course, many facilities face an urgent need 
to raise rates to cover increased maintenance, labor demands, 
and rising fuel and equipment costs. Some golf managers hesitate 
to raise fees, sensitive to the burden an inflationary economy 
already places on consumers.

U.S. Department of Commerce data for March sparks hope 
for sustaining the rebound in golf. Despite inflation, consumer 
spending was up 1.1 percent for the month with consumers 
spending more on necessities, such as gas, and luxuries such 
as dining and vacation travel. With employers scrambling to 
attract or keep workers on the job, much of the U.S. workforce 
is benefiting from higher wages, bigger paychecks, and better 
benefits, helping many households weather the highest inflation 
the U.S. economy has experienced in decades. While this is a 
positive update, no one can say how long escalating inflation will 
continue or what its impact will ultimately be on the expendable 
income of golfing Americans.

HUNTING FOR WORKERS AND REDEFINING ROLES
“A long time ago in a galaxy far, far away,” young adults who 
enjoyed the game of golf, liked to work outdoors, and had a 
sincere interest in growing, nurturing, and managing beautiful 
environments could work their way up from a summer job at a golf 
course to become a golf course superintendent. Their career path 
typically involved earning a degree in turfgrass science, applied 
horticulture, or a related field, fortified by hands-on experience 
and professional designations such as those offered through 
the educational programs of the Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America (GCSAA). Climbing the ladder from the 
second assistant to the first assistant to the head greenskeeper, 
workers could look forward to a lifelong career in their chosen 
profession.

Now, that idealistic career path feels long ago and far away. 
The average worker in America has a tenure of four years with 
any single employer. Jobs and the skills to perform them are 
continually redefined. Workers don’t just change careers because 
they’ve grown restless or failed to perform. They move on or are 
forced out because they have grown obsolete.

Golf superintendents must continually reinvent themselves in a 
complex society. Environmental issues are under ever-growing 
scrutiny by both governing agencies and the public. No one can 
confidently say where regulatory guidelines for the environment 
are headed next.

With hiring workers nearly impossible for many courses, 
superintendents are forced to be wildly creative and flexible in 
fulfilling their staffing needs. While automation can help reduce 
workload, the same automation that makes many aspects of the 
superintendent’s role easier can also make that role smaller and 
more easily replaced by technology.

As disheartening as this checklist of challenges sounds, careers 
in turf management generally face fewer problematic issues than 
careers in many other professions. Pursuing advanced degrees 
and taking advantage of absolutely everything the GCSAA offers 
keeps superintendents and turf managers current, visible, and 
connected to opportunities in turfgrass and in related professions.

More than 100 universities or colleges now offer degree programs 
in golf course management. The GCSAA website provides an up-
to-date and highly detailed online directory of Turf Programs, 
including contact information, and academic details. Expanding 

HIGHLIGHTS INDUSTRY STRENGTHS,  
CHALLENGES AND INITIATIVES:

--The Sustainable Golf Superintendent

Continued on next page

https://www.golfcoursetrades.com/golf-course-industry-in-2022/
https://www.golfcoursetrades.com/golf-course-industry-in-2022/
https://www.gcsaa.org/career/students/turf-program-directory
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skills and adding to credentials can help superintendents stay in 
front of an evolving industry.

OTHER GOLF MANAGEMENT DIRECTIONS
Beyond the specific roles of course maintenance, golf course 
agronomist, greenskeeper, course superintendent or turf manager 
is a wide range of other golf management careers. One avenue 
to many of these jobs is through the apprenticeship programs and 
the academic classwork developed by the PGA of America.

At seventeen universities across the country, the Professional 
Golfers Association of America (PGA) has sanctioned a four-
and-a-half-year program that, upon successful completion, earns 
students both a bachelor’s degree and PGA membership. Job 
placement rates after completing these programs are high.

Degrees through these programs lead to a range of golf industry 
jobs, including teaching golf or club pro, running the pro shop, 
Director of Golf, Tournament Director or other key position at a 
golf facility or in the golf industry. Turf managers with diverse golf 
industry training position themselves for expanded employment 
opportunities at all stages of their professional careers.

Universities in the U.S. that participate in the PGA Golf 
Management Program include:

• Ferris State University in Big Rapids, Michigan

• Mississippi State University in Mississippi State, Mississippi

• New Mexico State University in Las Cruces, New Mexico

• Penn State University in University Park, Pennsylvania

• Campbell University in Buies Creek, North Carolina.

• Coastal Carolina University in Conway, South Carolina

• Methodist University in Fayetteville, North Carolina

• North Carolina State University in Raleigh, North Carolina

• University of Idaho in Moscow, Idaho

• University of Nevada-Las Vegas, Las Vegas, Nevada

• University of Colorado Springs, Colorado Springs, Colorado

• University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska

• Florida Gulf Coast University in Ft. Myers, Florida

• Sam Houston State University in Huntsville, Texas

• Eastern Kentucky University in Richmond, Kentucky

• University of Central Oklahoma in Edmond, Oklahoma

•  University of Maryland Eastern Shore in  
Princess Anne, Maryland

THE SOLUTION TO A GOLF SUPERINTENDENT’S RUBIK’S 
CUBE

Educator and author Peter Drucker has been called the Founder 
of Modern Management. Five years old at the start of World War 
I, Drucker’s life spanned wars, economic turbulence, and even 
the attacks of 9-11. Drucker is credited with the observation that 
“the best way to predict the future is to create it.”

A Rubik’s Cube is hard, but like achieving a long and sustainable 
career, it is not impossible. Navigate the twists and turns. Don’t 
be afraid to make changes, even when doing so means you 
temporarily take a step backward. Stay patient and above all 
else, always look ahead to your next move.

Continued from previous page

https://www.ferris.edu/business/pga-golf-management/homepage.htm
https://www.pgagmu.msstate.edu/
https://business.nmsu.edu/
https://hhd.psu.edu/rptm/undergraduate/major-recreation-park-and-tourism-management/pga-professional-golf-management-pgm
https://business.campbell.edu/undergraduate-programs/pga-golf-management/
https://www.coastal.edu/business/pga/
https://www.methodist.edu/pgm/
https://cnr.ncsu.edu/prtm/undergraduate/degree-programs/pga-golf-management/
https://www.uidaho.edu/cbe/degrees/pga-golf-management-program
https://www.unlv.edu/pga
https://business.uccs.edu/programs/undergraduate/emphasis/pga-golf-management
https://grassland.unl.edu/pgm
https://www.fgcu.edu/CoB/pgmbs
https://www.shsu.edu/pga/
https://pgm.eku.edu/
https://www.uco.edu/business/academics/
https://wwwcp.umes.edu/pga/
http://www.PBIGordonTurf.com
http://www.davissongolf.com
http://corteva.com
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PGA WORKS COVERAGE

 

 

August 15th-21st 
We invite you and/or your team members  

to aid in the preparation 

 of the South Course for the  
70 best players on the PGA TOUR. 

Click here to register 

NEXT UP ON THE LOCAL TOURNAMENT CALENDAR!  
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScRnuQQqdzdMHw2xjcPPJQ4pWRYIlRpYYHX3kbAXpJPF4vK8g/viewform
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Specializing in high 
quality grasses for 

golf courses.

 • Tall Fescue
 • Fine Fescue
 • Bluegrass
 • Bentgrass

84 Route 77
Elmer, NJ 08318
856-358-4763

CoombsFarms.com

Kevin Coombs  856-542-4178

http://www.aradertree.com
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;; Large Tree Pruning

;; Ornamental Pruning 

;; Insect & Disease Control

;; Tree Removal 

;; Fertilizataion

;; Plant Health Care

•• LARGE BRUSH PILE AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

•• ONSITE GRINDING AVAILABLE

••  NO JOB TOO  BIG – 
 LARGE CONTAINER TRUCKS AVAILABLE

•• DELIVERIES TO COUNTRY CLUBS AND COURSES

•• 65 YARD / TRACTOR TRAILER LOADS AVAILABLE

PO BOX 280, BRYN MAWR, PA 19010

Contact  Us  ;;  610.525.1562
www.johnbward.com

MMUULLCCHH  DDEELLIIVVEERRIIEESS

Fast Play Every Season

Premium WholesalePremium Wholesale

W I T H  W O O D Y ’ S

LO C AL  P I C KU P S  &  DE LIVE R I E S

w o o d y s r e c y c l i n g . c o mw o o d y s r e c y c l i n g . c o m
Call usCall us

Open

61 0 - 3 37-1 8 6 361 0 - 3 37-1 8 6 3

         Monday-Saturday, 7am - 5pm 
453 CROOKED L ANE | KING OF PRUSSIA, PA

RREEMMOOVVEE  &&  RREECCYYCCLLEE  
SSEERRVVIICCEESS

Fast Play Every Season

http://johnward.com
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Recently the PGA Works Collegiate Championship was 
conducted on two of the Union League of Philadelphia’s golf 
courses, Torresdale and Liberty Hill. This championship consisted 
of players from over 30 HBCU (Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities) from across the country, with both men and women 
participating and with team as well as individual flights. And we 
must tell you, these kids are good!

This was by far and away the largest scale event that we had ever 
hosted at the facility, and we had the extra challenge of meeting 
the PGA’s directive of having playing conditions as close as 
possible on two separate and very different golf courses.

While our staff had been working hard for months preparing for 
the event, it is not possible to pull off an event of this size without 
our peers volunteering along with support from our industry 
partners. The sense of brotherhood and camaraderie in our 
profession is an honor to be a part of and to witness. 

Each day of the tournament, we would have “roll call’ at 5 a.m. 
and then again at 5 p.m. Our volunteers would eagerly accept 
and  then go out and execute their assignments. Friendships were 
both forged and renewed during staff meals, that is if we are 
considering ice cream a meal?! The most admirable part was that 
they would not even wait around for an “atta boy” -- they would 
head right back to their day job! 

The other bonus was seeing the pride our staff members had in 
showing off their golf course and their efforts. During the event, 
we worked through frost, rain, more frost, and darkness, but 
we had a lot of fun and laughs. We even managed to get our 
Executive Director soaked the one morning, sorry Kristen!

To close, we would like to thank all of our volunteers and our 
vendors who supported the event…. from lending us equipment, 
to sponsoring meals, to making it all possible. 

The Liberty Hill Turf Team

2022 PGA WORKS COLLEGIATE CHAMPIONSHIP

John Canavan, head of grounds at UL Liberty Hill, was honored during the PGA Works for his 40-year tenure at the facility,  
one that may win the award for the most name changes under one golf course superintendent’s leadership.
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To have a photo of your course featured on the PAGCS website 
please email: kliebsch@pagcs.org

More Than the Logo!
Since 1937.

Electric 360 Greens Mower
- No hydraulics
- Programmable Dynamic FOC
- Swing out center unit

Mid Atlantic Exclusive Dealer

Super 600 Sweeper
- Fraise & Flail Mower  
- Verticutter Collection
- Floating Head follows 
  contours

XL 7000
Greens
Roller

Electric 
Bunker 
Rake

Equip. Sales:  Tony Gustaitis CGCS   484-614-0999
Service:  John Kocon   610.933.5801 x 144 
Parts:  Tony Mastrangelo   610.933.5801 x 2

www.lawn-golf.com

Taken during the PGA Works event at The Union League at Liberty Hill, hole #18 now graces the home page of the PAGCS website.

>>#HOMELANDING

mailto:kliebsch%40pagcs.org?subject=
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Office 
215-582-5545

www.poconoturf.com

Your professional 
turf solutions partner 

for over 50 years.

Chris Friel 
215-429-8084

Chris Zelley 
732-580-2683

Matt Paulina 
610-883-6108

Scott May 
215-307-7712 

http://www.poconoturf.com
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INTRODUCING... Country Club IV (Increased Visibility),  
the latest premium greens grade products from 
LebanonTurf that have been specifically designed with 
lighter color granules to help ensure more accurate 
and effective fertilizer applications to the putting 
surface.  Featuring Meth-Ex® high-activity methylene 
urea slow-release nitrogen, they deliver consistent 
and predictable long-term feeding. Learn more at 
LebanonTurf.com or call 1-800-233-0628.

COUNTRY CLUB IV PRODUCTS
0-0-25  SOP 2% Fe 2% Mg 2% Mn  

17-0-17 50% Meth-Ex SOP 1% Fe .5% Mn

18-3-18 85% Meth-Ex SOP   

18-9-18  70% Meth-Ex SOP .5% Fe .5% Mg .28% Mn

24-3-12  75% Meth-Ex SOP

INCREASED VISIBILIT Y

     “SERVING THE TURFGRASS PROFESSIONAL SINCE 1978” 

WE PRIDE OURSELVES IN
- CUSTOMER SERVICE
- TECHNICAL SUPPORT
- QUALITY PRODUCTS

GRASS ROOTS TURF PRODUCTS
4 Middlebury Boulevard, Suite 7
Randolph, NJ, 07869

973-252-6634 www.griturf.com sales@griturf.com

KMGolfSales proudly representing 
Cutter & Buck/Clique apparel  

and Ahead headwear

Kevin McClellan  
215-519-0837 • Kmgolfsales@outlook.com

http://LebanonTurf.com
http://www.griturf.com
http://eastcoastsod.com
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Uniform bentgrass greens, pure ryegrass 
fairways or unsullied bermudagrass tees 
all sound great to superintendents who 
are striving for that holy grail of uniform 
turf species on their golf course playing 
surfaces. However, financial and plant 
health costs can be high during this pursuit. 
As an example, keeping Poa annua at 
bay on a bentgrass green requires hand 
picking, expensive chemical applications, 
and a host of other cultural practices that 
can also negatively affect the desired 
bentgrass.

In some parts of the country there are very 
good reasons to fight this fight. Poa annua 
is a weaker species when it comes to stress 
tolerance, and it can be more susceptible 
to certain types of damage. However, 
it is always good to ask yourself if the 
juice is worth the squeeze when pushing 
for “pure” playing surfaces. If overall 
turf conditions are suffering because of 

perennial efforts to eradicate or reduce 
unwanted grass populations, could those 
resources be better utilized by managing 
the mix of grasses that are clearly thriving 
in your specific conditions?

During USGA Course Consulting Service 
visits, I often reiterate that grass is better 
than dirt as a playing surface. If I have 
100% coverage with four different species 
of turf that are well maintained, I’ll take 
that over less coverage with one species 
every day of the week. Too often I see 
weak or thin turf in key playing areas 
because a fight against unwanted grasses 
has taken a heavy toll on the desirable 
turf. If that sounds like your course, you 
might want to consider redirecting those 
resources toward making the best possible 
conditions with a mixed stand of turf. Golf 
is always better on grass.

This is not a wholesale recommendation 
to give up fighting unwanted grasses at 

your course. This is a reminder about 
the main goal of your maintenance 
operation – producing the best possible 
playing conditions given your climate and 
resources. Deciding whether to fight a 
particular grass or embrace a mixed stand 
can be a hot-button issue at many courses. 
If you’re looking for support in making 
these decisions, those of us in the USGA 
Green Section are happy to help. ◆

Clearly, Poa annua is thriving in this environment 
despite the best efforts of the superintendent to 
keep it out. It might be time for a new strategy.

FOR FUN: FROM THE OTHER COAST: A WEST REGIONAL UPDATE
IS THE JUICE WORTH THE SQUEEZE?

Cory Isom, agronomist, West Region

Learn more at branchcreekgolf.com
  

IT’S THE FUTURE.

A
N
D

ECOSYSTEMS
PROTECTED

isn’t environmentalism.
water quality
IMPROVED

Healthy playing surfaces,

Solutions today, and for what’s to come.

https://www.environmentalscience.bayer.us/
https://www.totalturfgolfservices.com/
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Smithco Electric Bunker Rake Smithco 1200 SprayerJacobsen Eclipse 360 Elite Jacobsen AR530 Mower

EVERYTHING TURF!

To change a putting green hole, my father uses a long cylindrical 
tool, a kind of giant cookie cutter. When he presses down, it cuts 
…deep into the earth and brings up a perfect core of layered soil.

My father kneels beside me on the green, tracing his finger along 
the grass roots, which stretch and knit, impossibly... It astounds 
me. How can plants so tiny and delicate create such a vast empire 
in the soil? My dad shares my amazement, though it’s not a new 
sight for him. He spends most of his day looking at roots, soil and 
miniscule blades of grass.

As a child, my family lived on a golf course …Almost daily, [my 
father] would whisk my siblings and I across the course in his golf 
cart, quizzing us on soil hardiness zones, showing us bird nests 
and baby turtles, or, if we were lucky, letting us run in the fairway 
sprinklers.

I learned from my father the language of awe—the delight of a 
heron skimming the surface of a golf course pond or the marvel of 
deciduous trees flashing their autumnal leaves like crown jewels. 
Nearly every day … my father has woken up at 4am to, quite 
literally, watch grass grow. And every day, that tiny botanical 
triumph thrills him. I believe my greatest inheritance from my 
father is this—reverent gratitude for our natural world, unceasing 
joy in its overlooked gifts of dirt and water. 

… living on a golf course taught me important lessons … through 
play and exploration, I formed a deep relationship to the land, a 
reverence for my non-human neighbors…. ◆

[Anonymous, this contributor wishes to remain Anonymous— 
if you read this far and know the reference, email  
kliebsch@pagcs.org]

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

I BELIEVE MY GREATEST INHERI-
TANCE FROM MY FATHER IS THIS—

REVERENT GRATITUDE FOR OUR 
NATURAL WORLD, UNCEASING JOY 
IN ITS OVERLOOKED GIFTS OF DIRT 

AND WATER. 

mailto:kliebsch%40pagcs.org?subject=
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For over 5 generations, Fisher & Son has continued to 

deliver the highest-quality agronomic solutions to the 

green industry. With a passion and expertise in all facets 

of sports turf, landscape, and horticulture management, 

you will always know the Fisher team has you covered. 

BECAUSE
GREAT-LOOKING
TURF ONLY TOUCHES 
THE SURFACE.

Count on the Mid-Atlantic's 
Green Industry Innovators.
800.262.2127  |  FisherandSon.com
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8880-FSC-FullPage-PRINT.pdf   1   4/9/21   1:36 PM

BOB SELTZER  610-704-4756 ; CONNOR FISHER 267-309-1121
ROB JOHNSON 215-475-7998 ; THOM MAHUTE 717-940-0730
ZACH OWEN 609-454-7727

http://fisherandson.com
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of WeevilTrak subscribers said  
they time their applications closely  
to WeevilTrak recommendations.*

92%

*Survey of 255 golf course superintendents conducted via TechValidate in Sept. 2021. 

© 2022 Syngenta. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. Some products may not be registered for sale or use in all states or counties. Please check with your state or local Extension Service 
to ensure registration status. WeevilTrakSM, the Alliance frame, the Purpose Icon and the Syngenta logo are trademarks or service marks of a Syngenta Group Company. All other trademarks are the property of their 
respective owners. 

OUR RESEARCH  
GUARANTEES YOUR CONTROL

Supported by leading products and 10+ years of research, 
WeevilTrakSM now guarantees control of annual bluegrass 

weevils (ABW), white grubs and turf caterpillars.  
Register at WeevilTrak.com.

@SyngentaTurf  #WeevilTrak

DEADLINE is 8/22!
Enhance your business and managerial skills and take your career to the next level at the highly acclaimed 2022 Syngenta Business InstituteSM.

Upon completion, participants will also earn 1.5 GCSAA Education Points.

Applicants must be employed in the United States as a golf course superintendent,  
director of agronomy or at an equivalent level to be considered.

APPLY NOW
This year, SBI is back in person and will be held Dec. 6-9, at the Graylyn International Conference Center in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 

Syngenta partners with the nationally ranked Wake Forest University Executive Education program to deliver a curriculum that includes:

https://www.greencastonline.com/sbi/?utm_campaign=syn-sbi-gcsaa-q2-2022&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eblast&utm_content=apply-button&utm_term=522
http://gcsaa-nfe.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT04NzI1NzQzJnA9MSZ1PTkxOTQxNjE0MyZsaT03NjQzNTIyMg/index.html
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>>MEMBER NEWS

NO LYIN’: STRANDED SEA LION RESCUED FROM 
CALIFORNIA GOLF COURSE

AFTER ‘VERY PREGNANT’ SEA LION MAKES ITS WAY INLAND TO OMNI LA COSTA RESORT & SPA,  
SEAWORLD SAN DIEGO TEAM RETURNS HER AND PUP TO THE PACIFIC.

gcmonline.com July 5, 2022 | Andrew Hartsock

David Smallwood had just adjourned the daily morning meeting 
with his maintenance team at Omni La Costa Resort & Spa, and 
crew members were scattering, heading out to their appointed 
individual tasks, when Smallwood’s radio crackled to life. The 
voice from the other end belonged to one of the team’s irrigators, 
en route to hand-water greens.

“He said, ‘Don’t laugh. This is true. There’s a sea lion over by 16 
green,’” recalled Smallwood, Omni La Costa’s GCSAA Class A 
director of agronomy and 19-year association member.<

Despite the irrigator’s entreaty, Smallwood and his staff couldn’t 
keep a straight face.

“We all looked at each other and cracked up laughing,” 
Smallwood says. “I thought, ‘This guy’s crazy. It’s not a sea lion.’”

He wasn’t lyin’; ’twas a (sea) lion.

Smallwood and a couple of assistants headed over to the Legend 
Course’s 16th green, where they found a solitary sea lion, just 
lyin’ there. What made its appearance so unusual is that, while 
the Carlsbad, Calif., course is near the ocean, it’s not exactly on 
it.

“It’s not a call you get often,” Smallwood says. “I’ve seen a 
lot of animals on the golf course, but this was my first sea lion 
encounter.”

Technically, it was his first and second — the trespassing sea lion 
was, even to Smallwood’s untrained eye, very obviously with 
pup.

“She was just hanging out, and we didn’t know if she was hurt or 
really why she was there,” he says. “When the sea lion started 
rolling over, we could see she was very pregnant.”

Omni La Costa is just a short hike from the Pacific Ocean — 
roughly 3 miles, as the seagull flies. The nearest significant body 
of water, the Batiquitos Lagoon, abuts La Quinta property, but it 
would still be quite a haul for our flippered friend, baby bump or 
no. Smallwood speculates the previous night’s high tide pushed 
the preggers pinniped through the lagoon and into an adjoining 
creek that meanders through the course.

Once it was determined she was not injured and merely in the 
family way, the staff kept an eye on her to keep her safe, and 
the call went out, first to a local Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
then to SeaWorld San Diego Animal Rescue. As the SeaWorld 
team was assessing the situation, the sea lion was living its best 

life, taking a dip in the creek, rolling around in the fairway and 
lounging near the 16th green.

“I really thought she was going to have her pups right there,” 
Smallwood says. “It was pretty wild.”

Before long, the SeaWorld Rescue team arrived.

“Omni La Costa … they were amazing,” said Jeni Smith, 
SeaWorld Rescue Team supervisor. “A team member escorted us 
onto the golf course, showed us where to go. The first thing they 
said was, ‘Are you looking for the sea lion on hole 16?’ I said, ‘I 
hope so. I hope you don’t have more than one.’”

At first, the team considered steering the sea lion toward the creek 
and, ultimately, the lagoon. But at low tide, there wasn’t much 
water in the creek, so the team turned to rescue mode.

“She looked very healthy and very pregnant,” Smith says. “But 
she looked like she was aware of her surroundings. There didn’t 
appear to be anything neurological going on with her, but she 
wasn’t close enough to a water source to find it on her own.”

The team parked its 4X4 on the rough behind the green and, with a 
little encouragement, managed to corral the sea lion — “She was 
vocalizing the whole way, like, ‘What the heck is happening?’” 
Smith says — in a transportation unit, which the truck drove to 
nearby Carlsbad State Beach.

Continued on next page

With help from SeaWorld’s rescue team, a golf course superintendent 
in Carlsbad, Calif., helped a misguided sea lion return to her natural 

habitat.Photos courtesy of Omni La Costa Resort & Spa
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“We have a great relationship with the lifeguards,” Smith said. 
“We wanted to pick a spot that’s not super popular with people. 
The lifeguards escorted us on the beach, and we created a little 
pathway with trucks and another little lane so people wouldn’t 
run in front of her. We opened the doors, and she walked onto the 
beach and right into the ocean.

Thus, the SeaWorld Animal Rescue Team added to its impressive 
total of 40,000-plus animal rescues over its 50-plus years. — 
even if it operates under the radar.

“I didn’t realize,” Smallwood says, “they did animal rescues like 
that.”

They do, though the Omni La Costa encounter was unusual. “It’s 
a beautiful golf course,” Smith says, “but we were definitely 
surprised. It sounds funny: There’s a sea lion on the golf course.”

It is not necessarily, however, the most unusual of their sea lion 
rescues even this year. A male sea lion shut down a busy freeway 
east of downtown San Diego in January. That was his second 
experience beating feet, er, flippers. In November 2021, he was 
rescued while “walking” along Harbor Island Drive.

He rehabbed at SeaWorld for a bit before being released the 
second time. The sea lion, nicknamed “Freeway” for his highway 
high jinks, was spotted inland again, in a storm drain in Logan 
Heights, about a half mile from the San Diego Harbor. Had he 
continued up-drain, Freeway could have made it back to the same 
highway interchange where he was nabbed during his previous 
foray a-flipper.

While dealing with the Omni La Costa sea lion — dare we dub her 
“Fairway”? — Smith couldn’t help but think about Freeway.

“The joke was that she was calling (Freeway) on her shellphone,” 
Smith cracks. “I was on his rescue team twice of his three rescues. 
That was peculiar. I couldn’t help but think, ‘Oh, my goodness, 
what are these sea lions doing?’” ◆

Continued from previous page

The stranded, pregnant sea lion relaxes on Omni La Costa’s green 
before being returned to the ocean.

Locally, it was a wild, yet miraculous, ride last month over St. Davids 
Golf Club in Wayne. The passengers were okay, and no one on 
the golf course was hurt. The landing site is mere yards from the 

maintenance facility and Golf Course Superintendent Collin Harley 
confirmed that there was minimal damage to the course and turf. 
Regardless, a wayward sea lion or German paraglider might be 

preferable course companions.

DROP IN AND ENJOY-- 
things you don’t SEA every day on the golf course
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RESULTSWORTH THE SWITCH

3 REASONS ANUEW™ PGR 
PERFORMS BETTER ON BENTGRASS
– TRIAL PERFORMANCE VS THE COMPETITION –

Long-lasting and more active  
at lower application rates

Only late-stage inhibitor to evenly  
regulate Poa in mixed stands

Fast improvement of turfgrass  
density and appearance

©2020 Nufarm. Anuew™  
is a trademark of Nufarm. 

// SEE RESULTS AT NUFARM.COM/USTURF

ASK YOUR REP HOW ANUEW  
PERFORMS BETTER ON RYEGRASS,  
POA AND BERMUDAGRASS, TOO.

Bill Mast
Cell: 610-608-8319
bmast@aer-core.com

Steve  Thompson
Cell: 610-972-5933

sthompson@aer-core.com

Specialized Turfgrass Services

Deep Tine (Solid & Coring)     Traditional Shallow Coring
Sandmaster Drainage     Drill & Fill

Top Dressing

Fairway Aeration with Clean-Up

Office: 610-327-3390
1486 S. Hanover St. • Pottstown, PA 19465

www.aer-core.com

Players prefer a hole-in-one to aerification 
holes. Help your putting greens recover faster 
with Country Club Root Reviver, featuring 
endo mycorrhizae fungi. It 
speeds up aerification hole 
recovery and promotes 
root growth for overall 
health. Best of all, it’s from 
Country Club, the proven 
fertilizer choice for golf 
course superintendents 
since 1935. Learn more at 
LebanonTurf.com or call 
1-800-233-0628.

https://nufarm.com/
http://aer-core.com
http://LebanonTurf.com
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YOU MAKE THE LIST, 
WE’LL CHECK THE BOXES.

divot mixdivot mix

disease controldisease control

fertilizerfertilizer

bunker sandbunker sand

seedseed

erosion controlerosion control

tools + accessoriestools + accessories

aquatic solutionsaquatic solutions

soil testingsoil testing

topdressingtopdressing

arbor solutionsarbor solutions

mulch + compostmulch + compost

JUST ASK A GENESIS TEAM MEMBER

Ben Brace

Tom Currie

Tom Defino

570.472.1248 \ bbrace@genesisgreensupply.com
484.844.5214 \ tc@genesisgreensupply.com
302.354.2840 \ tomd@genesisgreensupply.com

WWW.GENESISGREENSUPPLY.COM  |  717-759-8151
Follow Us:  tweet/@genesisturf    fb/genesisgreensupply    insta/@genesisturfrgrass

·  Collect and Remove Cores From Site 
Shovel Free

·  Aerify in Saturated Conditions/Cores 
Never Touch The Turf

·  Can Complete Aerificiation 
With a Minimum Crew 

of Three

coremax48.com

1325 Goshen Parkway | West Chester, Pa 19380

SERVICES
Fraze Mowing
Sandmaster Drainage
Field Renovation
Fertilizing
Solid Tine & Core Aeration
Verticutting

Deep Tine Aeration
Debris Management
Slit Seeding
Spraying
Topdressing
Infield Preparation

Windview Athletic Fields

@Windviewinc

CONNECT WITH US:

http://genesisgreensupply.com
http://www.coremax48.com
http://www.doubledturf.com/
http://www.windviewathleticfields.com

